














Each saint the Church honors responded to God's invitation to use his or her unique gifts. God calls each
one of us to be a saint.

St. Thomas Aquinas was born m 1225 to Count Landulf and Countess Theodora in their castle in
Roccasecca, [taly. As a vounster. Thomas was educated at the monastery of Monte Cassino. At the age of 14,
he went to the University of Naples to continue his education. At age 19, Thomas was recerved as a novice in
the Dominican order. His family kidnapped him and imprisoned him for a year to encourage him to change his
mind, but he eventually escaped and made his final profession.

He went to Cologne to complete his studies under Albert the Great. Thomas™ two greatest works were the
Summa Contra Gentiles and the Summa Theologica. 1t 1s said that together they form the fullest and most exact
exposition of Catholic dogma yet given to the world.

Thomas never finished the Summa Theologica because in 1274 he experienced a divine revelation which so
enraptured him that he abandoned the Summa, saying that it and his other writing were so much straw compared
to the reality of the divine glory. He died four months later, and 1s buried i Toulouse in the chuch of St.
Sernin. He is the patron saint of all Catholic universities, academies, colleges and schools,

His feast day is January 28

Our Lady of the Rosary  The feast day is October 7.

Pope St. Pius V established this feast in 15373 to thank God for the victory of Christians over the Turks at
Lepanto—a victory attributed to the praying of the rosary. The development of the rosary was first a practice of
praying 150 Our Fathers in imitation of the 150 Psalms. There there was a parallel practice of praying 150 Hail
Marys. Soon a mystery of Jesus’ life was attached to each Hail Mary. In the 16" century. the rosary was
developed to its present form—with the 15 mysteries (Joyful, sorrowful and glorious).

In 2002, Pope John Paul Il added the Mysteries of Light to this devotion.

The purpose of the rosary is to help us meditate on the great mysteries of our salvation. Pius XII called it a
compendium of the gospel. The main focus is on Jesus—his birth, life, death and resurrection. The Our Fathers
remind us that Jesus™ Father is the initiator of salvation. The Hail Marys remind us to join with Mary in
contemplating these mysteries. The Glorys remind us that the purpose of all life is the glory of the Trinity.

.r( § )> St. Albert the Great was born sometime around 1200 in Lauingen on the Danube, Germany.
He studied at the University of Padua and fell under the spell of Blessed Jordan of Saxony, the Dominican who
drew the best voung men of the universities into the Dominicans.

After several teaching assignments, he came in 1241 to the University of Paris to lecture in theology. and was
also assigned to set up a house of studies for the order in Cologne. Thomas became his greatest pupil.
In Cologne, Albert conducted experiments in chemistry and physics and built up a collection of plants, insects
and chemical compounds that gave substance to his reputation. He was friend and adviser to popes. bishops,
kings and statesmen. He died in Cologne 1280 and 1s buried there in St. Andrea’s Church. He 1s the patron
saint of scientists.
His feast day is November 15.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Liturgy Ministry Team
Altar Linen Minister

Altar Server

Art & Environment

Children's Choirs; SAG & OLR
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Eucharistic Minister

Greeter

Hospitality Minister

Lectors & Commentator
Liturgical Musician/Singer
Liturgy Ministry Board Member
Pastoral Home Ministry
Sacristan

St. Ann Gregorian Choir
Usher

Catechesis
Adult Spiritual Development
Marriage Preparation Catechist
Medjugore Prayer Group
Monthly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
a. STA
b. OLR (Spanish)
Prayer Circle {praying for sick & homebound}
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Sponsor
Small Faith-Sharing Group Member

Catechetical Advisory Board  (Pre-K through 5"
grade)

Catechist

Classroom Aides

Youth Ministry Team (6" through 12" grades)
Classroom Aide

Confirmation Catechist

Field Trip Helper

Middle School Catechist

High School Catechist

Youth Ministry Team Board Member

Many thanks go to parishioner Roland Quintero for
. providing most of the photos for this booklet.

. Quinphoto@sbcglobal.net.

Community Building
Community Life Board

Parish Socials/Picnics/St. Patrick’s Dinner
Age of Aguinas (40+ years of age & single}
Transitions (separated/divorced}

Welcome Newcomers

Widows & Widowers

Funeral Receptions (food donor or server)

Hispanic Ministry Team

Human Concerns Ministry Team

Faith in Action (Death Penalty Abolition)
Human Concerns Committee Member
JustFaith

Peninsula Interfaith Action (P1A)

S.0.U.P.

St. Vincent de Paul Society (STA chapter)
St. Vincent de Paul Society (EPA chapter)

Operations
Communications Ministry Team
Facilities Ministry Team
a. Maintenance Committee
b. Safety Committee
Finance Ministry Team
Parish Office Support
Parish Website
Site Committees: STA, SAG, OLR

Pastoral Garden

Affiliated Ministries

Knights of Columbus

St. Elizabeth Seton School
Serra Club (priestly vocations)
Stanford Hospital Ministry
Thomas Merton Community
Young Ladies Institute (YLI)

Please contact the volunteer coordinator, Mary
Sullivan,494-2496 X 15 or
volcoord@paloaltocatholic.org. You may also download
an application from www.paloaltocatholic.org.

Booklet produced by a member of the
Communications Committee
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