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Larry Herte greets newcomers to
STA one Sunday a month, gifting
them with a potted flower.

As a kid Larry was so proud to
bring May roses from his Mom’s
garden to the Blessed Mother's
statue in his Astoria parochial
school. His love for sharing Wel-
coming Flowers was suggested by
his wife Margaret because of the
joy flowers brought to their New
York City WWII Victory Garden
where a plot of flowers was set
aside for the neighbors to enjoy—a
blest beginning while attending
Stuyvesant H. S. and The Cooper
Union school of Engineering.
After the 3% Infantry Division ser-
vice he and Margaret finally came
to St. Albert’s in 1961 where they
raised four children. Palo Alto

happiness began with the CFM and
their mentor Marguerite Purcell, the
Cursillo with Father John Hester and
John Herndon, and also St. Ann’s
with John Duryea while attending
Santa Clara Univ. grad school. The
2" Vatican Council prompted Carl
Bunge (now Deacon Carl) and Larry
to be among the first Lectors at St.
Albert where he even samagcappella
(there were no guitars yet).

With the encouragement of St. Al-
bert's Pastor Henry MacEnery, Larry
initiated the Social Justice Committee
with Frank Lucas and a college girl
named Kay Carmody (later Williams),
and was also the layman instructor of
Jr. & Sr. H.S. CCD with Ken Copen-
hagen. Participation in the Catholic
Interracial Council introduced Msgr.
Gene Boyle, Henry Organ, and Luise

Maier and in addition Etta Ritson’s
Minority Scholarship Fund. The
Ecumenical Program with Tom
Jaworowski provided growth out-
reach to so many people of good
will it was a joy and led Larry and
Margaret to the Thomas Merton
Center.

With a smile Larry treasures his
equivalent going-around-the-world
on a bicycle, 26,000 miles at 8 miles
a day over 11 years to get to work in
the Stanford Industrial Park admir-
ing the flowers.
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Sally Benson and Maureen Locke
arrange palms and runner on March 15.
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